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Introduction
Chicago is recognized as the city with the highest rates of homicides in the USA. Despite the decrease in the level of killings in other cities, Chicago has remained to be the city with the highest number of executions in the USA, with an average of 27 people being killed every month (Fessenden & Park, 2016). The problem matters a lot to the researchers due to different factors that propagate the level of crimes in the area. The factors include penurious neighborhoods, increased number of minorities, weak enforcement of the law, inequality in wealth, increased number of gangs, and racial separation. Chicago is known to be flourishing economically with a diminished level of unemployment; however, wealth is distributed unequally, leading to increased violence and as evident, lack of opportunities and resources among the youths in the communities with an increased level of poverty leads to the occurrence of violence. It is evident in Chicago city, which has 12 neighborhoods that are poor and considered to be the minority and accounts for half of the shootings.  In 2018 some communities were identified to have increased rates of shootings. In the west of Chicago, Austin neighborhoods accounted for 12% of the total shots in the city (Fessenden & Park, 2016). 
There was a report from Adam Alonso, who was the director of BUILD Chicago, that youngest person in the neighborhoods of Chicago believes that when they walk out of the house, there is reduced chances of getting back. According to City-Data, the majority of Black Americans lives below the poverty line. Research dictates that gun violence will reduce in Chicago when racial and economic problems are solved. The increased level of crimes in Chicago has remained unsolved. In 2016, there was a spike of gun violence in the city; however, the police reiterated that they were not able to hook the offenders. Therefore, there have been increased cases of people protecting themselves by using and carrying weapons.
The rational theory involves the concept of people's choices and preferences in making decisions (Thomas, Loughran & Hamilton, 2020). This theory affects the criminal activities of people. Because the rationalization suggests some conclusions about crimes, the findings can be made concerning the rates of crimes among people in Chicago. There are preferences when it comes to the choice of people in the city in choosing whether to be involved in crimes or not. The offenders in Chicago are from different backgrounds, and their motivations to be involved in crimes are different. Therefore, offenders have different preferences that make them perform criminal activities in the city. Illegal activities may be linked to various benefits as viewed offenders. Those people languishing in poverty in Chicago are involved in crimes because they want to meet their needs. Also, the choices of other people can be the cause of offense in Chicago. The use of the rational choice approach is essential in determining the preferences of the offenders, which affects the rate of crimes in Chicago. 
Literature Review
Historical Background of the Theory
The Rational Choice Theory is a model used in various fields of social sciences, including sociology, political sciences, economics, and criminology. In crime, rational choice is regarded as a significant concept. The theory was developed by Clark and Cornish (1986) as they assumed that people make decisions that are rationally made based on the avoidance of criminal sanctions and punishment that will affect them negatively (Sato, 2013). This theory was developed to model the behavior of people related to their economic and social actions. The theorists suggested that the model foretells the outcome of rational decisions rather than affecting the choice process. The significant elements of the theory include the consequences of criminal activities against the gains of crimes before they are performed and the choice of illegal activities when the benefits are more than the costs. 
Although the theory was developed by Clark and Cornish (1986), Becker (1976) was the first person to be identified to have used this theory. This theory was developed based on economic growth. The most successful social sciences are regarded as economics, which states that most people are motivated by money. The motivation of human behavior has been coined through money and the urge to gain profits. Therefore, the use of this theory in other social sciences such as criminology was suggested to enhance success. Thus, different scholars tried to explain that human behavior occurs following the considerations of the benefits and costs of the action. 
This theory is linked to the drift theory by David Matza (1964), which describes that people utilize different techniques to drift along with the delinquent behavior (Sato, 2013). The use of this theory is significant in explaining the occurrence of various phenomena in the criminology.  The idea of Rational Theory was brought up by Clark and Cornish (1986) to transform society concerning the increased rates of crimes. They argued that understanding the offenders and what motivates their actions helps criminal combat activities in the community. The theorists studied in Orthodox criminology, which focused on studying why perpetrators are involved in the offense. Therefore, they were motivated to study the offenders and came up with the theory.

The argument of the theory
The basis of criminology is formed by the ability of people to make choices. The Rational Choice theory is grounded on the principle of classical criminology, which explains that people make choices on their conduct, and they are motivated by the aim of avoiding pain and the quest for pleasure (Berger & Borenstein, 2013). People chose their behavior according to their ability to enhance happiness and contentment. The rational choice theory explains the reason why offenders are involved in specific crimes. The theory explains that people chose to be involved in criminal activities because it is easy, fun, satisfying, and rewarding. The principal argument of this theory is that human beings are rational beings, and the fear of chastisement influences their behaviors. Therefore, it is easy to persuade offenders to avoid crimes by magnifying the fear of punishment. The theory suggests that approvals can be limited to significant events to prevent people from engaging in criminal activities.
The theory is based on the belief of utilitarianism, where actions are based on the assessment of peoples' reactions. The concept assumes that crimes are based on individual choice and a result of the decision making process. This concept suggests that people are responsible for their choices, and offenders are to bear the blame following their criminal acts. The model suggests that before crimes, the offenders weigh the benefits and harms associated with their decisions, which helps them to make rational decisions on what to settle for (Sato, 2013). Therefore, before being involved in crimes, the offender weighs the possibility of being caught, adversity of punishment and penalty, and the gains associated with the criminal offense. Therefore, if the offenders establish that the cost is higher than the benefit which imposes a risk, they will refrain from the criminal acts. The doctrines of the rational theory are grounded on various assumptions concerning the decision-making process and the motivations of behaviors. People will be involved in crimes after considering the benefits and costs of their conduct. These factors considered include personal factors such as entertainment, revenge, and financial needs. Situational factors include the vulnerability of the victim and the presence or absence of police officers, guardians, and witnesses. Rational choices are dependent on the opportunities to commit crimes, the environmental factors, and the situational variables.
Location
The location affected by the criminal activities that will be studied in this research is Chicago. The reputation of Chicago concerning the high rates of crimes has been in existence for a significant period. The characteristics of the city, such as an increased gap between the poor and the rich, racial inequality, and economic constraints, have been associated with the increase in the level of crimes. The stories of murder, theft, rape, and arson, among other crimes, have been reported to be high in the city. According to New York Times report, in 2016, the rate of killings and shooting in Chicago increased, which led to the need for expansion of the police force in the city by adding 1000 police officers (Fessenden & Park, 2016). The report shows how the city is affected by criminal activities that the administration needed to combat the issue. The illegal activities in Chicago have been reported to be random without the use of a pattern that can help the administration to hook the offenders. As compared to the cases that were there in the 1960s when the homicides were high in Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York, the rates have increased by 43%. Therefore, there is a need for solutions in the city to ensure that these crimes are combated.
Chicago has a population of 2.71 million people. The city is racially segregated from various ethnic groups.  There is a balance among the people of Latinos, African Americans, and European Americans. The make-up of Chicago in terms of racial characteristics of people comprises of White people (45.3%, with 31.7% being non-Hispanics), Black Americans (32%), and Asians (5%) (Chicago, 2019). The ethnicity of the city involves 72% non-Hispanics and 28% Hispanics. There are different types of commercial properties in Chicago city. Office buildings are one of the significant commercial properties in the city. The town has many urban office buildings.
Class A offices are many in the city where there are many competitions to achieve services. Retail properties are also many, which offer opportunities for shopping centers and restaurants.  On the outskirts of the city, various industrial structures are used for heavy manufacture, assembling of products, warehousing, and flex industrial plans. Multifamily commercial properties are present, and they cover all categories of real estate, including offices, co-operatives, condos, and apartments. Hotels are also premises that offer accommodations, tourism, and meals in the city. The city has a lot of private residents for people in the town. Also, many real estates are available for sale. In 2016, the New York Times released a report that many people in the city cannot afford housing without spending half of their salaries on house rents (Sharoff, 2016). The report shows that the affordability of the residential houses in the city is low. Therefore, most people in the town who live below the poverty rate cannot afford decent homes. 
Application of Theory
The theory can be applied to evaluate the criminal activities that occur in Chicago. This theory supports the rational feature of crimes in Chicago. The approach affects the view of the administration and the society about criminal activities. Other than the sociological, psychological, and biological factors that influence crime, this theory help people to understand that crimes are based on the preference of benefit versus cost effects. The criminals in Chicago can be judged using the concept of their choice of conducting the offense when the opportunities arise. Research shows that the gap between the poor and the rich is large (Onsorio, 2018). Therefore, the offenders from the poor background may view the benefits of conducting criminal activities to be more than the cost as they aim to gain financial benefits from crimes such as theft. The returns of crimes are viewed to be more significant as compared to the risk involved. 
The rational theory explains that people are engaged in the offense when they believe they will gain more. Although research demonstrates increased rates of disadvantaged groups in Chicago, the approach focuses minimally on the concept. The theory does not focus on the origin of preference. Therefore, the choice for criminal activities in Chicago cannot be studied through this theory; however, it explains an essential concept of why people make decisions on committing crimes. The characteristics of offenders differ with the victims, which leads to increased crime rates in Chicago.
This theory fits well in this location as it explains that the offenders have to look for opportunities through evaluating the people who are potential victims before committing crimes. The increased gap between the poor and the rich in the city makes the rich people become potential victims of crimes from the poor people who may aim to benefit from financial gains. Also, racial disparities in the city and separation of the Black Americans form a theoretical concept that can affect the level of criminal activities due to the increased level of hostility. 
For common street crimes, Clarke suggests that thieves are selective on the preference of their targets through choosing various vehicles depending on the aim of theft. The theory also affects society through the way young people in the city make a preference for drug abuse based on living stress-free lives. This theory affects people through the use of instilling the fear of penalties and increased risks of being apprehended. The use of concern in the police administration and other sectors to society ensures that people choose to abstain from criminal activities. Therefore, this theory affects the rational decisions made by people in Chicago.
The behavior of people in Chicago affects rational theory significantly. When the behavior of people is dependent on other factors such as social, psychological, and other factors, it leads to the contradicting view of the logical model. The rational theory is based on the weighing of benefits and risks to make decisions on whether to be involved in a criminal offense or not. However, not all the offenders in Chicago fall under this concept (Thomas, Loughran & Hamilton, 2020). Some offenders, such as those involved in drug abuse and psychological problems, can be included in crimes due to their personal issues without considering the benefits and risks involved. The use of novel methods of policing, such as community policing, has led to the success of knowing the causes of crimes in the USA and helping the administration to fight the evils. This method has helped to uphold the utilization of this theory by evaluating the decisions made by the offenders.  
Some various programs and initiatives are aimed to fight crimes in Chicago. Community programs are a signature program offered by the police department to provide seminars, displays, lectures, and valuable programs aimed at educating people on the prevention of crimes. Also, school programs have been initiated to ensure that students are taught on the importance of avoiding criminal activities and being involved in fighting crimes in the society. The school-based programs include officer friendly programs, Gang Resistance Education, and Training (GREAT) and Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) (Emanuel, 2019). Another program used in the police department in Chicago is the TXT2TIP, which helps to reduce the level of crimes in the community by sending crime tips to the police department. The use of these programs has led to a decrease in the number of crimes in Chicago, which is of great importance. The educational programs are related to the rational theory in that people are informed about the dangers of criminal conduct, which outweigh the benefits of crimes, which helps in reducing the cases of illegal activities in the city.
The rate of crimes in Chicago needs to be solved with useful techniques. The use of Rational Theory is one way that can be useful in solving criminal conduct in the city. The weighing of the benefits and risks is significant in illegal activities (Berger & Borenstein, 2013). Research suggests that many criminal offenders are involved in considering the cost and benefits before conducting the crimes. When the risks are high, the probability of doing evil is decreased. The use of impacting the realization of increased risks involved in crimes is a significant way of combating crimes, for example, through educating the young people on the increased death rates of offenders, which will enhance their realization of the risks involved in crimes. Another way this theory can be useful is through creating awareness to unite people and reduce the separation of African-Americans, which leads to discrimination. 
The increased level of discrimination influences Black Americans to view other races as potential victims when it comes to crimes, which increases violence against them. The administration should be involved in ensuring that the gap between the poor and the rich is diminished to ensure that the victimization of the rich by the miserable offenders is decreased. However, because this theory operates with the principle of preference, the most significant technique in reducing the rate of crimes is through awareness and education aimed at showing the people the risks associated with crimes. Also, the offenders are persecuted on the basis of being aware of their decisions and the risks involved.
Conclusions
[bookmark: _GoBack]As evident, it is apparent that Chicago is one of the cities in America that has been reported to have increased rates of criminal activities. The most common criminal activities in the city include robbery, violence, homicides, and drug abuse. Therefore, there is a need for combating the increased level of illegal activities through the use of Rational Theory. The rational theory is based on the doctrine of preference, where people are assumed to make sound decisions after weighing the risks and benefits. This theory has affected the city significantly through the knowledge of persecuting the offenders because of their choices. Education and creating awareness are the most significant techniques of fighting crimes when using this theory. The use of education and awareness informs the offenders about the increased risks, which arouses fear and this helps them to avoid criminal conduct.
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